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will have to build a line sooner or later,
and for the purpose of these goldfields I
think it would be a wise thing to connect
Goomalling and Yalgoo by rail. Then
the Government would open up their own
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lands; and I have'it on the evidence of |

men who know, there are gentlemen in
this House who know, that there are
good lands between Goomalling and
Yalgoo. The cost of that line—I went
into these figures, too, with a contractor
in this town—would be something like
£600,000. {Hon.J. W. Hackerr: What
is the raiofall?] From 12 to 20 inches.
I have it on the evidence of people who
live there, and who have been through
the district.
build that line and thoroughly equip it
than to spend £1,500,000 on the Midland
Railway. It would turn the Goomalling
line into a payable one, and I do not
think it pays at the present time, although
it is a very necessary line. Either that
or the Newcastle line—-I do not mind
from which end it starts; but I say it
would be better in the interests of this
country to construct a new line than to
buy this old worn-out business of the
Midland Railway. I notice in the papers
& lot of letters advecating the purchase
of this line, and of course there are a few
not approving of it; but I know that the
Goverument were offered that line in 1801
for £1,000,000. [TrE CoLoNI1AsL SECEE-
TaRY : Through whom ?]  Through Mr.
R. 8. Haynes, of Perth,and I was with him

at the time. He was a member of this
Chamber. Mr. Rotherhamn also was
present. I know that what I am

stating i3 a fact. I was, I repeat, with
Mr. Haynes at the time; and if the line
could be offered for that price at that
time, I do not see why we should pay
£1,500,000 vow. To-day I was with &
gentleman in town who stated that he
could have purchased it for £1,280,000.
That gentleman is Mr. IDlingworth. Yet
to-day we are asked to pay £1,500,000.
No doubt the land of the Midland Rail-
way is rising in price very quickly, while
the line is bearing up; but I cannot see
anything to justify the Government in
paying £1,500,000. I may be startled
by the facts that they intend to give us,
but I do not think so. Anyhow,asa
member of Parliament and one who
represents the people, I think the money
can be better expended elsewhere. I
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would prefer to see¢ it put into the Agri-
cultural Bank, The priceis too big for the
value to be received. I bhave nothing
farther to say on the matter. I trusi we
will not be kept in ignorunce long re-
garding this. I think that mewmbers
of Parliament out of session are kept
too much in the dark as to what
the Government are doing, and that when
they inquire of Ministers, some idea

. ghould be given them of what is going

on. I knew certain things about the
Midland Company and I wanted to find
out what was doing, but, like all people

* outside the four or five Ministers, I was

Anyhow, it is better to

kept in the dark. Anyhow, I say here
that the line was offered in 1901 for
£1,000,000, and I have as witness a
K.C. in this town, and there is another
witnesa that it was offered for
£1,280,000,

On motion by How. V. HaMERSLEY,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 623 o'clock,
uuntil the next day.

Legislative FAgsembly,
Tuesday, 11th July, 1965,
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Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
3'30 o’clock p.m.

PrayERS.

ELECTION RETURN, MINISTERIAL.

The CLERK reported the return of writ
for the Leonora electorate, the Hon. P. J,
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Lynch having been re-elected oo appoint-
ment as Minister for Works. He now
took the oath and subscribed the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Report of pro-
ceedings of the Conference between the
Commonwealth and State Ministers held
in Hobart in February, 1905, 2z, Copies
of Orders in Council authorising certain
transfers under the Audit Act. 3, Mid-
land Railway—Correspondence between
Mr. James Gardiner and the Government
re purchase,

By the Mimisrer ror MINEs AwD
RarLways: 1, Report of Royal Commis-
sion on matters pertaining to the Great
Boulder Perseverance Gold Mining Com-
pany. 2z, Report of Royal Commission
on the Ventilation and Sanitation of
Mines. 3, Report of Royal Commission
on the Collie Coalfield.

By the MinmsTER FOR LANDS AND
Epvucation: 1, Alteration of reserves
classified “B” under ‘“The Permanent
Roserves Act, 1899 2, Regulations
under “The Land Act, 1898.” 3. By-
laws for the management of the Moora
Public Cemetery. 4, Regulations under
“The Agricultural Launds Purchase Act,
1896.” 5, By-laws passed for the control
and management of Forrest Park, Cottes-
loe. 6, Permits to construct timber
tramways granted to the Kalgoorlie
and Boulder Firewood Company, the
Westralia Timber and Firewood Com-
pany, and the Sons of Gwalia Gold
Mining Company.

By the MinisTER Fok JUSTICE AND
Lasoue: 1, Regulations uonder *“The
PFactories Act, 1904.” 2, Regulations
under “The Early Closing Act, 1902.”
3, Amended Regulations under “ The
Workers' Compensation Act, 19027 4,
Report by the Superintendent of the
Government Labour Bureau for 1904.

MIDLAND RAILWAY AND LANDS
PURCHASE.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish),
referring to the correspondence as to the
Midland Rallway, said: I wish to state
that T am not placing on the table at the
present moment the reports of valuations
m regard to this property, because it
seems to me to be in the interests of the
State that these should not be published
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Questions.

until the question is dealt with by
Parliament. However, if any member
wishes to see these papers, I shall be bappy
to show them on bis calling at my office.

QUESTION—UNHEALTHY POSITION OF
TITLE DEEDS OFFICES.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE asked the Miuister
for Works: 1, Has the attention of the
Government been drawn to the unsuit-
ableness, from a health point of view, of
the basement in public buildings now
occupied by Deeds division of the Lands
Titles Department. 2, If so, what steps
are to be taken to remedy the swme ?

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: 1, Yes; the attention of this
and previous Governments has been
drawn to the unsuitableness of the base-
ment rooms. 2z, Improvements have from
time to time been effected, and farther
proposed alterations are now under
consideration, which, if carried out, will
improve the lighting, ventilation, and
sanitary condition of the offices in
question,

QUESTION—VICTORIA PAREK TRAMS.

Mz. A. J. WILSON asked the Minister
for Works: Has the Victoria Park
Municipal Council obtained the full per-
misston of the Government, in accordance
with provisional order, to run electric
tram cars to Victoria Park ¥

Tere MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied : The tramway baving been in-
apected and found to be fit for traffic, a
certificate has been issued in terms of
Section 18 of *“The Tramways Act,
1885.”

QUESTION.—RAILWAY PERMITS FOR
TIMBER AREAS.

Mgz. RASON, for Mr. Hopkins, asked
the Premier: ¥s it true that the Govern-
ment are about to grant perwmission to
certain applicants to construct a railway
from: Lakeside south into the timber areas

. which the proposed Norseman Railway

would, if constructed, adequately serve?

Tae PREMIER replied: An applica-
tion for permission to construct a timber
tramway in a South-Westerley direction
from Lakeside is under consideration.
The district covered by this tramway
would not be adequately served by the
proposed Norseman Railway.
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Mz. THOMAS (without notice) asked
the Premier: Will the Premier assure
the House that permission will not be
given for the construction of any timber
line south of the Eastern Goldfields
Railway line, pending the decision of this
House regarding the Norseman Railway ?

Tee PREMIER: I may give the
honourable member the assurance that
no authorisation will be entered into
which will in any way affect the traffic
on the proposed railway line.

SESSIONAL ORDERS.
SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

Tae PREMIER moved that the
House, unless otherwise ordered, shall
meet for the despatech of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays
at 3-30 p.m., and shall sit until 6-30 p.m.
if necessary ; and, if requisite, from 7-30
p-m. onwards.

Question passed.

GOVEENMENT BUSINES8, PRECEDENCE.

Tee PREMIER moved that on Tues-
days and Thursdays, and also on every
second Wednesday, CGovernment busi-
ness shall take precedence of all Motions
and Orders of the Day.

Question passed.

COMMITTEES OF THE SERSSION,

On motions by the PrEMIER, sessional
committees were appointed as follow :—

Printive CommiTTEE—The Speaker,
Mr. Needham, and Mr. Harper; to assist
the Speaker in all matters which velate
to the printing executed by order of the
House, and for the purpose of selectin
and arranging for printing returns an
papers presented in pursuance of motions
made by members, and all papers laid
upon the table, whether in answer to
addresses or otherwise.

Sranpine OrbpERs CoMMITrEE.—The
Speaker, Mr. Moran, and Mr. Harper,
with leave to sit during any adjournment,
and authority to confer upon subjects of
mutnal concernment with any committee
appointed for similar purposes by the
Legislative Council.

Lisrary CommrrTee, —Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Nanson, and Mr. Nelson, with leave
to sit during any adjournment and
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jointly with the Tibrary Committee of
the Legislative Council.

House Coumirrer,—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Gregory, Dr. Ellis, Mr. Frank Wilson,
and Mr. Apgwin, with leave to sit
during any adjournment and during the
recess, and authority to act jointly with
the House Committee of the Legislative
Council.

STATEMENT—DEFICIT OF LAST YEAR.

Tae PREMIER: By leuve of the
House, I beg to inform members that, as
a result of the work of the Treasury, I
am in a position to announce that the
deficit for the financial year just ended
amounts to £46,521 1s. 4d., or somewhat
under the estimate put forward 12 months
ago.

gMn.. GrEcorY: Are all bills paid P

Tee PREMIER: Yes; we bhad them

specially sent in.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
SECQOND DAY OF DEBATE,

Mze. C. H. RABON (Guildford): As
I announced at the last sitting of this
House, it is my intention to move an
amendment to the Address-in-Reply.
The amendment I intend to move is to
add to the Address the following para-
graph:—

We regret, however, that your present
advisers do not enjoy the confidence of a
majority of the members of this House.

In moving this amendment, I desire
at the outset to say that whatever attack
I may have to make on members sitting
opposite {on Government benches) will
be, or I trust I shall endeavour to make
it, entirely of a political nature. I have
never been one of those who seek to make
political capital by damaging or seeking
to damage any man’s private reputation ;
and although I may bave, and indeed am
pretty sure that I shall have, to say many
things which will not be pleasant to
members opposite, I wish them to bearin
mind that such things are said only
because I feel it is my daty to pubt the
position as clearly as I can before not
this Houze only bot the country, and
that those unpleasant things are said
politically and not personally. Indeed,
amongst all members of this House,
whatever may be the shade of our

during the recess, and authority to act | political opinions and however much
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we may Qiffer from one another politi-
cally, there is existing, I may venture to
say, a friendly feeling. I believe, at all
events I bope, that between gentlemen
occupying the front seats of the Treasury
benches and myself there is a friendly
feeling existing; and I bope that friendly
feeling will remain whatever may be the
result of the forthcoming division. But
there is an old and a true saying that one
cannot make an omelet without breaking
egge; and if during the course of my
remarks it is necessary for me to break a
fow eggs, well I shall break them. [Mz.
HeiTMaNN : They are pretty strong, some
of your eggs.] These, I should like to
point out, will be Government eggs; and
however strongly they may smell, their
odour wil] be familiar to the hon, member
who has interjected. In dealing with
this question of confidence or no con-
fidence in the present Government, I wish,
if I can, to trace the political course from
the beginning. I wish if I can, and wish
every mewber of this House if he will, to
give credit to the Government for all the
good they have done, if we can find any,
and to place to their discredit all the bad
they may have done, if we can find any.
I do not, say this in anything like a dicta-
torial spirit; but I wish this question to
beapproached on broad lines. Iwishevery
member, irrespective of party, irrespective
of political opinion, to hold the balance
in his hand ; to put into one scale what
is good on behalf of the Government, to
put into the other what is bad, and in con-
sidering a verdiet to consider only on
which side the balance inclines; to bear
in mind only what he believes to be
his duaty, not to any party, but to
his own conscience and to the country.
Tn the first place, when the Premier took
office we were at a certuin disadvantage.
Members will recolleet that the hon
gentleman did not put a policy before the
country until after the wominations for
re-election of Ministers were closed. He
was perfectly entitled to take that course;
but it was a somewhat unusuval course,
and it placed at a certain disadvantage
members who differed from him in politi-
cal opinion. Even if we had desired to
oppose him, or to organise any opposition
either to him or to his Ministers, 1t would
have been manifestly personal opposition,
inasmuch as there was no policy put
before us that we could oppose. But we
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Amendinen! moved.

have all along been at this farther disad-
vantage. The Premier has seemed to
show a great disiuclinution to take the
prople of the country into his confidence.
I contend, and I think T shall be able to
prove, that we have never known the
actual state of the finances of this country.
Quite recently the Premier has talked to
us on almost every subject except the
subject of finance. He has been earnesily
asked, indeed T may say challenged, on
this subject by one of the leading news.
papers, 1f not the leading newspaper of
this State. He has been told it was his
duty to pmive, and that the country
demanded of him, a statement of the
exact financial position. Yet the hon.
gentleman has talten no notice of that
demand ; and to-day we are in the posi-
tion that we know there is a deficit, and
that is all we know. Prior to his
nomination the Premier excused himaself
for not putting his policy before the
counfry, on the ground that he first
wanted to acquire a thorough grip of the
financial position. He represented that
be had found the finances in a very bad
state. I have in my band what I have
never produced before, but intend to pro-
duce now. It will be within the recol-
lection of members that the present
Premier and Treasurer entered the
Treasury on the morning of the 10th
August, whilst I as the outgoing
Treasurer was waiting for him to come
in that I might go oul. I obtained what
every prudent business man in the same
circumstances would have obtained—a
certified copy of the amounts of the bank
balances at the close of the previous day ;
go that I have now in my hand a certified
document, showing the State finances here
as the hon. gentleman found them when
he came into the Treasury office. This
shows that in the banks of the State, to
the credit of the State at the close of
business un the 9th August, therc was
£113,303 25, 9d.; there was in the
‘Western Australian Bank to the credit
of the Post Office Savings Bank
£194,714 2s. 44.; or a total of £308,017.
That was the position here in Perth. In
London there was an existing authorised
overdraft to the extent of a quarter of a
million of wmoney. That overdraft was
arranged for at the current bank rate of
interest with a minimum of 3% per cent.
Of that £250,000 the sum of £60,000
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bad been used; so there was a margin in
London, without waking any other ar-
rangement at all, of £190,000. During
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the course of my remarks 1 shall confine .

myself as far as
Premier’s own figures, so that at least T
may not do him any injustice, Aeccord-
ing to the Premier's own figures, the
local authorisations, the local subscrip-
tions of loan moneys, met the total loan
expenditure within £20,000 during the
fivst three months. Now where were
the financial straits? Money here, a
margin of credit in London, and local
subscriptions rveaching the loan ex-
penditure within an amount of £20,000
in three months; local subscriptions
tneeting the loan expenditure except at
the rate of about £8,000 or £7,000 per
month. "Where then were the great
financial difficulties in  which the
hon. gentleman has always given us to
understand he found the Government ?
I contend that they did not exist. On
the contrary I make {his assertion—and
I challenge the hon. gentleman +to
contradict it — that the Government
found the financial condition when they
took office better than any Government
that preceded them found.it. [M=.
GrEGORY : Hear, hear.] I wantto com-
pare or rather refer to the method that
the Government bave adopted in regard
to their finances, their method of raising
loan money, and generally to the incon.

sistency of their policy as outlined twelve

months ago and as outlined to-day. In
the first policy speech made in Angust,
1904, a speech that is better and perhaps
more widely known as the ** mark-time "
speech, there was no reference to the
Coolgardie- Norseman Railway. There
was some slight reference, it is true, to
the Pilbarra Railway; but of the Cool-
gardie - Norseman Railway there was
abgolutely no mention; and let me im-

possible to the !
| gardie - Norseman Railway, an exteusion

|
]
!
!

press upon members that the hon. gentle.

man, after having acquired that grip of

the finances which he assured us it was -

absolutely vecessary for him to acquire
before he said anything, said that he was
satisfied the country would have to
“mark-time,” that some works would
have to be stopped, that it would be im-
possible to undertake any more large
works until better financial conditions
existed — until the money market was
much moreeasy. In the policy speech of

|
b

J

. to  give offence, though if it
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the 19th May, the recent policy speech
which I may, without impertinence, class
as u “reckless gallop” speech in com.
parison with the ** mark-time” one, we find
reference to the Pilbarra Railway, the Cool-

of the Jandakot Railway to junction with
the South-Western Railway, the comple-
tion of the Collie-Narrogin Railway as
far as the Williams and an extension
from the Williams to the Darkan Avea;
light railways—three or four or half-a-
dozen, it does not matter very much—
light railwavs in agricultural districts,
the Mount Magnet-Lawlers Railway, and
several other suggested railways in differ-
ent directions. These are the railways
alone, without my making reference at
this moment to other large and very
costly public works which the Premier
gives us to understand he is also pre-
pared to undertake. I ask: Was that
speech, that “reckless gallop” speech
sincera ? If so, was the “ mark-time”
speech sincere? How can the bon.
gentleman elaim to be consistent, with

-these two epeecheg staring him in the

face ? But if the latter speech, that of
the 19th May of this year, was sincere, if
the hon, gentleman intends or has the
slightest intention of carrying out any of
these works, or the majority of them,
surely he will tell this House where he is
going to get the money from to do them
with. He has told ug in August, 1904,
and he tells us again in May, 1905, that
he is positively convinced the utmost this
State can afford to borrow in any one
vear is £500,000 to £600,000. He has
told us that in his opinicn it is impossible
for Western Australia to approach the
loan market again within the next eighteen
months. He has already, as I think T
shall be prepared to prove to members,
in ten months time raised by loan two
millions of money and over. In one year
he has borrowed, according to his own
repeated conviction, what is sufficient
borrowing to extend over four years; and
yet, in the face of that, he tells us that
he wants to borrow, or is prepared to
borrow, that he is prepared, if he is
sincere, to undertake works costing
more millions of money. I venture to
say—and I say it without desiring
does
give offence I cannot help it—that
in my opinion the hon. gentleman
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was not sincere.

of it is sincere, and I should like the
House to bear in mind how that speech
of the 10th May commenced. It is
within my recollection that some mem-
bers of this House made & very desperate
attack on me becanse I had ventured
down into a constituency at one time
and had referred to a work that was
provided on the Estimates and had
frequently been discussed; but it was
held that wag most improper conduct on
my part, and it was even suggested that
it wus sufficient to turn the Government
to which I belonged out of office. I re-
member the gentlemen—-I do not mention
their names, but some mewmbers of this
House came to prayers, a thing they
never did before or afterwards, in order
that they might be in time to call atten-
tion to that most reprehensible practice
on my part. What can members think
of this. The speech starts :—

The Premier, who was received with pro-
longed applause, seid he had at the ocutset tq,
thank the large audience for attending to hear
his addresa to the electors of Subiaco, He
was very sorry that Subiaco had not a larger
hall, and he wished to assure his worship the
mayor and the other members of the local
council that if they arranged to establish &
larger ba!ll during his term of office as
Treasurer he would guaraatee on the spot to
provide them with one-fifth of the cost of the
building.

Tur PreEmier: Heat, hear.
an indictment ¢

Mr. RASON: It is an indictment to
this extent, that if my friend thinks
that the Premier and Treasurer of the
State, delivering a policy speech, shall
lead off by offering to contribute to the
erection of a larger hall for his electors
for the benefit of his own constituents,
then I do not agree with him. [Mk.
Horax: Carrying out your own regula-
tion.] I propose to deal with the

Is this
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amount of loan money that the Govern. .

ment have raised. I believe, indeed to
my mind it goes beyond a shadow of a
doubt, that the Government have raised
a far greater sum of money than they
had aunthority from Parliament to do.
There may be some explanation, but T
think I shal! be able to prove conclusively
that on the face of it, acecording to the
Government’s own figures {and I use

Amendment moven.

One can judge very | their figures and theirs only), that they
often from other remarks that appear in ' have
the speech of a man whether the whole | Parliament to a very great

anthorisation of
extent.
Aceording to the Treasury returns the
amount of unraised loans on the 3lst
March, 19056, 15 set out as being
£4,320,000. There were local inscribed
stock and Treasury bills to the amouni
of £2,991,780, leaving an authorisation of
£1,328,220. The amount raised by the
London loan was £1400,000. There-
fore there was an excess on the authorisa-
tion of £71,780, as the accounts stood on
the 31st March ; but members know that
the loan was not raised until June, and
between the 31st March and the date of
the raising of the loan there were to my
certain kmowledge farther issues of local
ingeribed stock. So there seems to have
been a very considerable amount of
borrowing 1n excess of parlinmentary
authorisation. How the hon. the Premier
himself regarded local inscribed stock as
affecting parliamentary authorisation I
propose to show,

Me. HElTMANN:
granted.

Me. Moran: We have been doing
that long enough. TLet us have a few
facts, for a.change.

Mr. RASON: I will get rid of the
whole subject while I am quoting this
particular remark. On the 21stDecember
when the Premier was moving the second
reading of the Loan Bill giving author-
tsation for £750,000, he said :—

There are existing altogether authorimations
which represent £17,523,253. Of these there
are anraised £3,551,650. The local inscribed

stock ismsues should account for £2,304,386 of
this amount.

exceeded the

We will take 1t for

Although the hon. gentleman said that
on the 21st December, he gave us the
total of the inscribed stock issued to the
80th June. The £2,804,385 represents
the total of local inscribed stock that had
Leen issued up to the 1st July., Between
the 1st of July and the 21st of December
there were a great many farther issues,
as ts proved. The hon. gentleman con.
tinued : —

Leaving therefore a balance of £1,247,265,
Against these there are, as I announced
recently when I made the Financial Statement
Treasury bills issuable representing £500,000 ;
and likewise there has been issued since the
beginning of July last stock amounting to

, £199,285, representing altogether a deduction



Addrese-in-reply :

of £699,285 from the balance available, which
is thereby reduced to £5647,980.

In regard to this balance of £547,980,
he proceeds to say——

Tae Premier: That brought it up to
date. You said I spoke of the figures on
the 30th June.

Mz, RASON : The £2,304,385 was the
amount on the Ist July. Afterwards
come these fizures which prove, as I said,
that there were farther issues, and to a
greater extent than the £699,285. In
any circumstances, therefore, we have
available an authorisation of £547,980.
These are the Premier's own figures—his
own words. He gives the amount of the
authorisation on the 21st December. 'To
that.is added £750,000, so that we should
have, according to the Premier's own
figures and his own showing, a very con-
siderable amount raised in excess of the
Parliamentary authorisation. Now my
friend may say, perhaps he will, that can
be remedied by redeeming stock, but I
take it that is not so. An issue of stock
ie only valid if there isan Act of Parlia.
ment, authorising it. That would be
simple, perhaps, if you could recall some
of the stock not authorised. The whole
of these share certificates ave either legal
and valid or they are not worth the paper
they are written on. I say that without
Parliamentary authorisation they are not
worth the paper they are written on. Of
course Western Australia would never
dream of repudiating an obligation, but
it is an unfortunate, unhappy, and un-
satisfactory state of affairs if there is
existing to.day in the markets of the
world scrip of Western Australia that is
not legal on the face of it, that is oot
valid, inasmuch as there is mo Aet of
Parliament to authorise it. I venture to
say that between the 1st July last and

London, at least £300,000 of local stocks
were 1ssued; I believe I am within the
mark when I say that. If that be so it
will at once be recognised that the amount
borrowed in excess of authorisation must
be very large indeed. 1 believe it was
fully £150,000, and possibly a great deal
more.

Mr. Morax: What has happened in
London ? '

Mr. RASON: I propose to come to
that.
* Me. Mora~: That is the principal part.
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Mz. RASON: Strangely enough, we
find the Premier quite recently has been
taking infinite credit for having placed
the funds of the Savings Bank in a better
condition than they were before. Speak-
ing at Clie on the 21st June, the hon.
gentleman said :—

I was unable without recource to the Loan
Fund to bring the reserve of the Savings Bank
up to the amount that seemed to me reascn-
able., I have during the present month ia-
creased the reserve of the Savings Bank from
£160,000 to £400,000.

Therefore, £240,000 of Loan money has
been placed to the credit of the Savings
Bank. This was, of course, after
raising the loan. Now has the Premier
redeemed certain stoelk, has he refunded
or placed the reserve of the Savings Bank
i s better condition ? Not because of
his anxiely ubout the Savings Bank, but
becanse he realised he had borrowed more
money than he had any authority to do.
If the redemption is merely a forced
redemption the hon. member iz not
entitled to take that credit to himself

which he seems to do. But one fact is
certain thut whatever loan money has
been raised in excess of the authority will
bave to be got rid of somehow. It is
only the authorised amount that Parlia-
ment can appropriate and deal with, and
we find in that very speech to which
I bave just 'referred, that the hon.
gentleman says, plus the authorisa.
tion of £750,000 whick we gave him
there would remain only sufficient to
catry on the already authorised works to
the end of June, and carry on to the end
of this year; that is without touching
any one of those numerous other worky
which the hon. gentleman says he is
prepared to undertake. According to

- his own showing there is only sufficient
the date of the raising of that loan in °

to carry on to the end of the year. It
would seem that £240,000 of that has
gone to the Savings Bank. Bear in mind
this also, that that £240,000 represents
to us something like £257,000. In order
to give that £240,000 to the Savings
Bank we have borrowed money 1
London, I presume, at £93. For every
£100- we have put into the Savings Bank
reserve we have only got £03. We have
to pay interest on the £100, therefore we
have to pay interest on £257,000 in order
to place £240,000 to the credit of the

. Savings Bank to re-pay the money of
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depositors really, on which the Savings
“‘Bank has also to pay interest. If thatis
brilliant financing I hope Weetern Aus-
tralia will not =ee very much more of it,
because if it does Western Australia will
very soon be in a very bad way, if it ia
not so alrendy. I want to impress these
words —quoting from the speech of 21st
December—on the minds of members nf
this House:

Allowing for the unused authorisations on
items which are not dealt with in this Bill,
the amount of £750,000 provided by the Bill,
when discounts have been deducted, is simply
suficient to cover the estimated expenditure
for the period ending 31st December next.

The discount allowed was only 5 per
cent. It cost a great deal more than
that; it cost 7 per cent. There was
another slice gone out of the wmoney
available, which in any case is only
sufficient to carry on to the 3lst
December. I hope the House will bear
with me. I said I wanted to show how
" the Treasurer regarded local issues in

regard to authorisation, and I omilted to
quote the exzact passage. The hon.
gentleman was dealing with loeally sub-
seribed stock, and he said : —

In December, up to date there have been
issued £5,000 worth of 4 per cent. debentures,
and £28,025 worth of 4 per cent. stock ; mak-
ing a total of £33,025 for the uocompleted
month of Dacember, or & grand total for the
period in question of £189,285. But within
the past month it seemed to me desirable to
relieve our Savings Bank by transferring a
certain amount of stock held by the bank to
private purchases of our stock; and in con-
sequence a transfer of £12,940 worth of stock
waa made, which should be added to the total
issues, as it represents a subscription, though
no actual cash wae placed to the credit of the
loan fund.

Evidently therefore the hon. gentleman
was in no doubt. If there has been any
amount raised in excess of authorisation
the hon. gentleman was not erring in
ignorance. He has told us what is the
proper way in which to regard local
issues ; therefore he kpew full well if
there are existing authorisations that he
had no business to do anything of the
kind. But we are told, and it is mani-
fest, that the amount is simply sufficient
to carry on the works to the 31st Decem-
ber. T say instead of being simply suffi-
cient it is simply insufficient, that there
will not be sufficient loan money if any
more works are attempted to carry on to

[ASSEMBLY.]

| coming to that conclusion.

l

Amendment moved.

the end of this year, and I will give one
or two illustrations which justify me in
Take the
Rabbit-proof Fence, the amount appro-
priated from loan for this work was
£150,000, that is after deducting the
actual cost of raising. After deducting
the actual cost it will not be £150,000;
but let us deal with it at that. The
expenditure debited against this sum
of £150,000 was on the 3lst March
—TI am taking the Treasurer's figures—
£95,194 11s5. 9d. On the 31st. December
previously, it was £61,564 12s. 1d. The
expenditure, therefore, is evidently at the
rate of about £11,000 a month. If to
the expenditure known on the 3lIst
March, and published by the Treasury,
we add £33,000 as being a fair estimate
of what has besn apent since, we shall be
doing what everyone will admit is fair
and reasonable. Therefore, we add to
that £85,000 the £33,000, and we get a
total of £128,000 ag being approximately
the expenditure on the 31st June on
account of the Rabbit-proof Fence.
What does that leave? Manifestly only
£22,000 for that work ; enough to carry
it on at the rate of previous expenditure
for two months only. The Premier has
told us that it would cost—I can give the
actual passage in Hansard where he told
us it, but members will believe me that
the Premier announced to us that it would
cost £300,000 to complete that fence.
We will say we have spent £150,000 out
of that amount: where is the £150,000
coming from to complete the work?
‘We have £22,000 in hand now : whereis
the rest to come from P Will the Premier
give us when replying, and I hops he will
reply, some information as to where he
proposes to get the money from to finish
that fence, and if be is going to finish it,
how can he provide the monev for it and
do any of tge other ‘works of which he
has spoken in so light a manner ? There
is amother illustration I would like to
give to the House, the Fremantle
Dock. That will intereat, I am sure,
my friend who sits opposite (Mr,
Connor). Weare told we are to have
—the Premwier says, I believe—a floating
dock, , which is to eost £150,000.
My friend, I believe, is not too en-
amoured with the prospect of a fluating
dock, and thinks with some degree of
confidence that he will bave a graving
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dock ; and we are told by the Prewier--
I am using his own figures aguin—that a
graving dock will cost the sum of
£500,000. Tet us see what there is to
encourage my friend who is so well
satisfied with the position of affairs in

1 Juuy, 1905.]

regard to the Fremautle dock. He will, '

I think, be rather surprised to know that

. has been the expeunditure

the unexpended balance of loan money -

available for that purpose on the 30th
June, 1905, was estimated to be £56,094.
What sort of a dock is the hon. gentle-

Amendment moved. 37

& geewt saving on the engineer’s liberal
estimates of day labour ?

Me. RASON: It may be a little more
or a little less. It cannot possibly be
much more because the total authorisa-
tion, in fact, on loan account was onl
£23,000. If we take from £23,000 what
so far it
must be manifest that it cannot be very
much less. But there are to be several

- new lines, agricultural lines, light rail-

man going fo get, for £56,000, dees he '

think ? If he 1s going to get his dock,
where is the money coming from ¥ That
is all I want to know. [Mr. NeEDHAM :
You will get to know that.] But I do

not want to know frown the hon. member,

I want to know from the Treasurer, be-
cause with all respect to the hon. member,
I should hardly regard him as an
authority ; but here according to the
"Treasurer's own showing—-—

M=zr. Mowan: You do not seem to
regard the Treasurer as too big an
authority.

Mzr. RASON: That is a matter of
opinion. The total amount available is
£56,094, and it is evident if there is to
be & dock, whether it be a floating doci
or a graving dock, there must be consider-
able farther borrowing before the hon.
gentleman can get it. I hope he under-
stands that, and I want to Xknow
how the Premier intends te finance
these works that are already anthor-
ised and which he says shall De
done, and how he will at the same
time finance those numerous other works
undertaken. It will, T am sure, be

interesting also to notice the position of -

the Jandakot line on this loan schedule.
If we take the Jandakot railway, which
we are told is going to be extended to
junction with the South- Western line at
some point, we find the total sum avail-
able from unexpended balance on the
80th June, 1905, was #£3,000. You
cannot extend the Jandakot railway,
even by day labour, from Jandakot to
junction with the South-Western for
£3,000; so if that work is going to be
undertaken, ags we are told it 1s, there
will necessarily have to- be a farther bor-
rowing on that account.

Mr. Moran: Was that the real
balance, because I think it would be

ways, in all directions. It will be neces-
sary to have some surveys first, I presume,
Let us see what amount is available
for surveys of new lines. If we turm
aguin to the schedule we find that the
amount available for the surveys of new
lines” was estimated to be, on the 30th
June, £4,033, We conld not put
through the surveys of very many new
lines for £4,033, so that there will be
a farther borrowing on that account.
Then there is the sewerage of Perth
and Fremantlee [Mz. H. Brown:
Good old gag!] That bas been, I under-
stand, at last finally deterinined upon. The
workis going to be put in band, I under.
stand, forthwith. [M=. H. Browx:
Fourteen thousand pounds for surveys.]
The estimated unexpended balance avail-
able for the sewerage of Perth and Fre-
manfle is £41,573. Can you undertake
the sewerage of Perth and Fremantle for
£41,5737  That is a work which we are
told is going to be put in hand at once
and pusbed to a conclusion. It is there-
fore absolutely certain that more money
will have to be borrowed on that account
also. Now for the development of
wining, and I understand the Govern-
ment intend to vastly increase the expen-
diture io that respect, it is the intention
of the Government to expend a great deal
more money than has been spent in the
past. If we turn to the development of
minipg, the estimated balance on the 30th
June was £7,000. You are not going to
spend very much money in the develop-
ment of mining if you have only £7,000
of the authorisation left. My object, I
think, is apparent to members. I want
to prove beyond a shadow of doubt that
if the hon. member is sincere, it is neces-
sary for him to borrow a vast sum of
money in order to complete the works set:
down here without talking about any-
thing else. Now if we turn to agricul-

. tural immigration, it was estimated on
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the 30th June that there would not be
much available. There was originally
only £10,000, and it was estimated that
the whole £10,000 would be spent, and
there is not a penny estimated to be

[ASSEMBLY.)

{

" Minister

available for the purpose of agricultural .

immigration. Therefore, if it is intended
to pursue the policy of agricultural immi-

o 4.

gration, more money will have to be raised

by loan on that account. The funds for
the erection of State batteries are, it is
estimated, completely exhausted. There
was not one penny available on the lat
July, so that either we are not going to
have any more State batteries or we shall
have to raise more money by loan for that
purpose also. If we proceed to try and
reconcile some of the actions of the Trea-

sury we shall, I think, ind it very diffi- -

cult. Some of the Treasury methods of
dealing with finances seem to me to be
extraordinary in the extreme. I want
members, if they will, to deal seriously
with this subject. Itisa serious matter. If
the figures I give to the House are correct
there is something, it will be seen, very
wrong in regard to the Treasury. The
firet quarterly Treasury returns prepared
after the Government took office were for

tke quarter ending September 30th. In -

that return there is no debit to loan for
rabbit-proof fencing. The next returns
were for the quarter ending December
3lst. In that we find for the first time
a debit against loan of £61,546 12s. 1d.
for rabbit.-proof fencing, and the Act set
down in the margin as the authorisation
for thatexpenditure is ['V., Edward VII.,

Ammendment moved.

Public Works expenditure. The expendi-
ture from revenue upon the Public Works
Department for the quarter ending Sep-
tember 30th is sel out as follows :—
for Works, Puablic Works
£54,695 28, public buildings £34,838
11.; a total of £89,533 6a. 11d.
That iz a difference of only some £1,300
between the expenditure and that of the
corresponding quarter of the previous
year. But if we pass on to the quarter
ending December 31st dealing with the
Public Works Department, we find, ac-
cording to the Treasury returns, clearly
this brief and modest announcement:
Minister for Works--Public Works and
buildings £38,190 7s. 4d., as being the
expenditure for three months; three
months’ expenditure for a huge depart.
ment such as the Public Works, only
£38,190! Why it is absurd on the face
of it. Itisan insalt to one’s intelligence,
and it 1s an insult to the intelligence of
every member of this House anl to every
member of the public to ask them to
believe that the total expenditure of the
Public Works Department for three
months waa only £38,000. For the pre-
vious three months there was a mere
trifling difference of £13,000, or some-
thing like that, a8 between that quarter

~and the corresponding quarter of the

previous year; but if £38,000 is correct,
there is a difference of over £76,000
between the quarter ending December last
and the quarter of the previous year. I

. have said that to give these figures to

No. 15, which was assented fo on the '

24th December.
that to be a correct entry there must
have been an expenditure between the
24th December and the 31st December
(the Christmas holidays) of £61,546 on
the rabbit-proof fencing. It is mani-
fostly absurd.
is evidently this, that on the 8lst De.
cember they took advantage of an Act
which was passed on the 24th December
to charge to loan the total expenditure on
the rabbit-proof fencing from the lst
July. 1 have no hesitation in saying
that is what has been done. I want to

Strictly spealking, for |

But what has happened

trace the metbod. Will members bear °
that in mind as we go along, that there °

was, on the 21st December, £61,546
debited to loan on account of rabbit-
proof femcing? Now we turn to the

the public—and they were given in the
Treasurer's returns under the signature
of my friend opposite—is an insult to
one’s intelligence; and I do not say it
offensively, but I assert without any hesi-
tation, and I can prove my statement,
that those figures were absolutely false.
T intend to proceed to the proof. There
are, as members know, quarterly returnyg
and monthly returns, each of them pub-
lished under the authority of the Treasurer.
If we look at the monthly returns of the
Public Works expenditure, what do we
find? According to these returns, the
expenditure on works in October was
£23,151 and on buildings £10,207; in
November, on works and buildings
£232(7; in December, on works and
buildings .£19,976 — all very modest
figures indeed; strangely wodest! But
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yet these figures total £76,541, and not
£38.000.

Mr. Mopan: Was all that expendi-
ture from loan or from revenue ?

Mzr. RASON: I am dealing with
revenue only, Instead of £38,190 7s. 4d.
there was £76,541. What is the actual
difference? If we deduet £38,190, the
false amount, from £76,541, the corvect
amount, we have a remainder of £38,351.
Let us pass to January. In the Weat
Australion of the 2nd January appeary
the monthly return for December; and I
should like members to bear in mind that
there we get not only the monthly return,
but the return for the preceding six
months, the result of the half-year's work.
The West Australian of that date, dealing
with the finances, states that there would
havebeen a deficitshownastheresult of the
first. six months’ working but for certain
things :— The actual transactions of the
half-year disclose a deficit of £62,511;
but, by taking into account the surplus
brought forward from last year, namely
£88,364, an actual surplus of £20,858 is
shown. From the expenditure there has
to be deducted £60,940, representing the
advances to departments,and £38,850 " —
1 hope mmembers recognise that combina.-
tion again—* consisiing of expenditure
on rabbit-proof fencing.” Now, the
difference between the correct quarterly
expenditure of the Public Works Depart-
ment and the false statement ie, strangely
enough, exactly the same amount—
£38,350. It would therefore appear—and
T ask any mewber if it does nof appear to
him as it appears to me—that the £38,350
which was debited to loan account was
deducted from the expenditure of the
Public Works Department go as to avoid
showing a deficit. However, be that as
it may, the fact remains that instead of
the expenditure of the Public Works
Departiment being as published in, the
quarterly return, it was, as a fact, £38,850
greater. [Mr. Moran: An explanation
is certainly needed.] Certainly. Every
member of this House, and every man
outside this House who takes an interest
in public affairs, is entitled to a full
explanation of that extraordinary piece of
financing. I wish to go farther. I wish
members to bear in miud this statement,
which appears in the West Australian
from which I quote: “ From the expen-

{11 Touy, 1905.]
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Amendment moved.

representing advances to departments.”
If we turn to the expenditure details
further down in the same newspaper, we
find that ¢ The following are the details
of the expenditure for the month of
December, the amount being exclusive of
advances.” This way be capable of
explanation; but it would appear that
the expenditure as set down here was
really greater than is set dowm because
the statement is that the expenditure is
“exclusive of advances.” And if ad-
vances be deducted from expenditure
which does not include those advances,
then T submit that the department must be
getting credit for the same amount twice
over. That sounds bad enough, but there
is worse to follow. Will members believe
me when I say that if we turn to the
Treasury returns for quarter ended the
8lst December we find nothing like
£60,940, but we find this. It is true
that in the quarter ending September
30th there appears * advances to be re.
paid, £60,840;"” but in the quarter
ending December 31st the advances to
be repaid are set down as £100. These
ave Treasury figures 1 am giving,
Although £60,940 was deducted as being
advances to be recovered, the Treasury
saysthat on the 81st December the amount
of the advances to be recovered was only
£100. That, I submit, also requires
explanation. And T mention merely in
passing that, going on to the next quarter
ending the 8lst March, that €100 has
become £90. I am sure the Premier
will supply this information. Putting
aside for the moment the question of the
£60,000, I want to know what depart-
ment it is that has obtained av advance
of £100, for what purpose, and how it s
that the department repays advances, as
would appear by this statement, at the
rate of £10 a quarter. 1 think I have
shown, so far, something that requires,
at all events, explanation. I wmake no
charges, because that is not my method.
I await the explanation which I am sure
the Premier will endeavour to give. : But
I cannot help saying that I noticed the
other day in a news item that the Trea-
surer of Tonga had been deported by the
High Commissioner because of some
eccentricity in the Treasury accounts.

. Now it is fortunate for the honourable

- gentleman opposite that this iz not
diture there has to be deducted £60,940, -

Tonga. I propose to pass on to the
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Speech of His Excellency the Governor.
We are assured that the developwent of
the miring industry has been most satis-
factory; that the expansion of our agri-
cultural industry has been specially
marked ; and that the development in
the pastoral industry has been of a
substantial and gratifying nature—and
that is about the ounly reference in the
Speech to the pastoral industry. But
we are told that *“The finances of the
State will require vour close attention.”
That iz very evident: there is no Lruer
paragraph in the Speech than that.
Moreover, “ The revenuereceived, although
substantial in amount, has not been
sufficient during the year just ended to
meet all the demands made upon it.”
There will be a deficit. We now know
the amount of that deficit, having been
told that it is some £50,000; und to ihe
Treasurer, and indeed to others, if I may
judge by the applause of some of his
supporters, it seems highly gratifying that
the deficit is only £50,000. [Mg. Moran:
As for me, T hope it ts true.| Yes. We
shall hear more of that by-and-by. But
I am not aware that it is a matter for
congratulation when a State commences
its financial year with a surplus of
£83,000 and ends it with a deficit of
£50,000. Rather to my mind it 18 a
very serious matter indeed; and before
leaving the subject I shall show how the
‘Premier regarded that estimated defi-
ciency. The honourable gentleman now
says that the actual deficit is less than
the deficit he estimated ; but later on we
ghall deal with the manner in which he
originally regarded it. But in the next
paragraph of the Speech—und T will
couple the two subjects together because
they are so closely allied—we are told
that—

By the exercise of due economy in the ex-
penditure for the present financial year, and
the imposition of some glight taxzation, the
deficiency can be fully made up.

This is how the Premier really regarded
the ,estimated deficit. In his Budget
Speech be said :—

It is always unpleasant for a Treasurer to
submit Estimates which show a deficit. The
discontent of the Minister is naturally increased
when, as in the present case, it is his first
Budget, and his term of office has heen of the
shortest. My feelings on the subject are con-
siderably modified by theconviction—[nodoubt
of this in his mindj—that this deficit on paper
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Amenduient moved,

need never become a reality. There is every
reason for the belief that, with the exerciseof
judicions econnmy in administration for the
balance of the financial year, our outgoings
can be g0 reduced us to be kept at as low a
figure as our income. The question may ba
raised, “Why then is it necessary that a
deficit should be shown ?”

Now let us have the reason. It is given
by the Premier himself, und is that—

In the time at the disposal of Ministers while
Parliament is sitting and the daily prepara-
tivns for its work required to be made, there is
not the opportunity to make into the manage-
ment of departments that close examination
which must be the preliminary to a rveduction
of expenses. There may be many members
who wonld urge that the estimated deficit
could be meé only by the imposition of fresh
taxation. If there were any necessity to close
the year with a deficit, there might be some
force in that contention; but if my view be
correct that the exercise of economy, while not
impairing the successful working of any de-
partments, will enable me to wind wp with a
small credit balance, it would be injudiciouns
in the extreme to submit at the present
juncture proposals fur new taxation.

Now we have this as the finale to the
argument :—

The pecple of the State are entitled to
demand that before farther demands are made
upon their pockets, it shall be indisputably
demonstrated that the best possible use 1s
made of the revenue already collected.

I accept that dictum, coming from the
hon. gentleman himself. It ought to be
indisputably proved to the satisfaction of
evervone in the State that there has been
good, careful administration ; that every
possible economy has been exercised, and
that it has been impossible to make ends
meet before one penny of fresh taxation
is placed on the shoulders of the people
of Western Australia. The houn. gentle-
man says 60 himself. He said he was
convinced of it, that it amounted to von-
viction in his mind that with careful
administration and the proper looking
after of departments, he could not only
avoid a deficit, but wind up with a credit
balance. By his own showing, as there
is not & credit balance but a deficit, there
has not been good administration. The
bon. pgentleman says: *With good
administration I am satisfied we can
avoid a deficit, and instead of having a
deficit I can have a credit balance.” By
his owp showing there has not been good
administration ; and before T sit down I
think I shall be able to prove that. But
what are we told now? The same old
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song—that by the exercise of due economy,
and by the iwnposition of some slight
taxation now, both ends can be made to
meet. The first necessity to my mind is
the necessity that existed in the mind of
the hon. gentleman when he made that
speech here—the necessity for good and
proper administration. The slight taxa-
tion that has been referred to here will
be of no avail whatever if it is to be
slight taxation. The cost of raising would
eat up the whole amount. 1If it is going
to be beneficial, it will have to be more
than slight taxation. Tet us not be led
away with the idea that the taxation to
be imposed is only to be something very

[11 Jouy, 1905.)
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necessary ¥ The hon. gentlewan will, I
trust, believe me when I say I do not
single him out to cast any blame on him,

" But take the head of the Administration.

glight: it wounld have to be something

very heavy to be of any value. Dealing
with the question of good and proper
adininistration, let us take the Treasurer
as an example. A Treasurer, fo my
mind, should be very much like unto a
physician holding the pulse of his
patient—he should have his finger on
the finuncial pulse of Western Aus-
tralia daily. He should be able from the
returns and the information whichk is
always available to him to tell where
something is going wrong, and if some-
thing is going wrong, to apply the
remedy, There are, I believe, such
things as heaven-born Treasurers, and
there are others—I believe the majority
—who have to be made, and they can
only be made successful Treasurers natu-
rally by a close application, the closest
possible application, to their office and
the information available in that office.
Could we reasonably expect that the hon.
gentleman opposite could possibly have
that knowledge of the finances of
Western Australia that is absolutely
necessary to a Treasurer ? 1 submit,
with all respect, that it would be utterly
impossible for him ; and T venture to say
that never sinee responsible government
has there been a Treasurer who has been
so much absent from the Treasury as my
friend opposite. It is plain on the face
of it. No blame attached to him in my
mind, no great blame, because he has
been occupied in other directions; but it
was impossible for him to have that
touch, to have that supreme control of
the finances of Western Australia that it
is absolutely necessary a Treasurer should
have. Where is the evidence of this
close administration that was absolutely

Where was that ¢lose administration that
was absolutely necessary, and that could
nol be given when the House was sitting ?
Close administration was required, and it
was urged on us to allow the Government
to get into recess so that they could give
that close attention to their office work.
What do we find? As scon as the
House is in recess, the head of the
Government leaves the State and stays
away a great length of time. When he
comes back again what do we ind? He
is away here, there, and everywhere over
the country. That was not close atten-
tion to his office. It may have been that
he was doing other duties, but it is not
fulfilling that first necessity, that close
attention to administration which the
Premier assured us, and I agree with
him, was absolutely necessary. Then in
regard to other departments—mind you,
I hasten to give credit where credit is
due, and there®s one Minister—I refer
to the late Minister for Works—who did
atick closely to bis office, and I give him
credit for it. But in regard to other
departments what do we find? Tast
session we found that Ministers were new
to their departments, and they received as
a econsequence that consideration which
is always shown to new Minislers admini-
stering new departments. But the House
thought that with another session a
different state of affairs would exist; we
should then meet Ministers who had had
charge of their departwents for a con-
siderable time and able to have thoroughly
mastered all the details connected with
their departments; but there has been a
sudden upheaval, und we find the position
to-day exactly, to all intents and purposes,
the position as it was last session. The
House meets again with new Ministers
in charge of departments that they have
only had contrel of for a week. There is

. not one Minister sitting on the Treasury

., peets a Dinister to have.

bench who will have more than a faint
kuowledge of his department. It is
impossible in the short time, no matter
what the abilities of a man may be,
to acquire that knowledge of depart-
ments that this Hounse reasonably ex-
Here let

" me say in regard to the change that
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has been made, that although the two
Ministers who have been deposed were
never very great political admirers of mine,
and I have bad to take many a hard
knock from them, I say this without
hesitation, that the methed in which they
have been got rid of was treatment which
I, fur one, wonld not extend to a dog. We
are told that we shall be asked to passa
Loan Bill authorising the Government to
borrow a sum sufficient for the construc-
tion of such public works as appear
necessary to encourage the various in-
dustries of the State. Isthe Government
sincere in inserting that paragraph to the
Speech? We shall be asked to consider
a Loan Bill authorising the raising of
more money within twelve months, As I
have previously pointed out, this was a
(Grovernment, it was said, that was dis-
tinctly opposed to raising loan mouey at

all, one of whose Ministers has said that |

he would be pleased if Australia and
Western Australia could not borrow a
shilling.

Me. Moran: He won't forget having
stated that, iu a hurry. ®

Me. RASON: Thatwe ought to live
entirely within our revenue.

Mr. Mosan: He got promotion for
that.

Mg. RASON: He went farther, us I
am reminded by my hon. friend, and
geemed to rejoice over the fact that it
was impossible for Western Australia to
borrow a sizpence. Be that as it may, it
is the policy, the admitted policy, of the
Labour Government that it should not
raise loan money, that if it did, it should
be only for distinctly reproductive public
works. The head of the Government has
stated repeatedly that the utmost we
should borrow in one year, he was con-
vinced, was £500,000 or £600,000. Now
within one year he has borrowed over
£2,000,000, and he speaks cheerfully of
borrowing some more. I understand
there are negotiations pending that will
add another one and a balf millions to
the public debt. Yet we are asked to
borrow still more. I want the hon.
gentleman, if he will coudescend to take
the trouble, to endeavour to explain
what it is that has made bim alter his

mind so much. If he was convineced only '

a few months ago that £500,000 or

£600,000 was the utmost Western Aus-

tralia ought to borrow in any one year, if

[ASSEMBLY.]
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he was convinced, as he said he was,
that it would be impossible for Western
Australia to borrow any money for at
least 18 months, why insert in the Speech
of the Governor that we should be
asked to authorigse the raising of more
loan money ¥ Manifeatly, to my mind, it
is insincere. Then we are told that
measures for the imposition of taxes on
unimproved land values and ineomes, and
upon totalisator receipts, will be submitted
to recoup the deficiency caused by the
reduction in revenue returned by the
Commonwealth, and to make provision
for a system of old age pensions.
Now, dealing with revenue returned by
the Commonwealth, the hon. gentleinan
cannot argue that the amount retarned by
the Commonwealth to this State for the
last year has been disappointing to any
great extent, 50 as to canse him to end
up the year with a defieit; for it was
estimated by the Treasurer thatthe Com-
monwealth would return to this State
£1,036,000, and the amount actually
returned to it has been £1,026,000, thus
returning only about £10,000 short of
the amount estimated to be returned.
Therefore whatever is to be the blame for
the unhappy state of things in which the
finances of the last year have ended, it is
not due to disappointment on account of
moneys returned by the Commonwealth
to this State. The Speech also informs
us that it ig the intantion of the Govern-
ment to make provision for a syatem of
old age pensions. I understand that we
have recently had a Federal Commission
inquiring inte this very question. I un-
derstand that it was decided, even in my
friend’s vpinion, that it would be better
thie subject should bLe dealt with by the
Commonwealth, it being a Commonwealth
matter. I understand that my friend—
and I believe he has frequently given
utterance to that opinion—holds it is
a matter that should be dealt with
by the Commonwealth. Now, at the
head of that Royal Commission, strangely
enough, was the very gentleman who
is now the head of the Cowmon-
wealth Government; supported, I under-

| stand, by the Labour party. That party

makes, as one of its leading planks
—aod I must say the Federal Labour
party adheres a little more closely to the
planks of the Labour platform than is

. the case with the Labour party in West-
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ern Ausiralia—one of the leading planks ;
of the policy of the Tabour party in the | opiuion endeavour to attach it to a motion

Federal Parliament is that of old age
pensions, as a Commonwealth system.
Therefore we have the Federal Prime
Minister, whe has taken the deepest
interest in this very question, and who is

now at the head of the Federal Govern- .

ment and wishes to deal with this ques-
tion in the very first session of the
Federal Parliament
opposite says the Commonwealth Govern-
ment are the proper parties to deal with
it; yel instead of that, we are asked to
make provision for a system of old age

and my friend

pensions in this State. The next para- .

graph in the Governor's Speech refers to
the question of the proposed purchase of
the Midland Railway and lands. I have
told my friend opposite, and I beg to
repeat the statement, that I for one—and
I hope no other member—will not
approach that question in a party spirit.
I decline to discuss the question here in
connection with a motion such as this.
For my part T wish that guestion to be
dealt with entirely on its merits, and I
will not—and I trust no other member
of this House will—endeavour to drag
that question as a red-herring across the
trail of this motion. We have the gques-
tiun of the purchase, or rejection of the
proposed purchase, of the Midland Rail-
way; and T say that a question of
confidence or no-confidence has nothing
to do with that. [Hon. W. C. Avewixn:
It is part of the action of the Govern.
ment.] Then we will deal with that
action when we reach it. It must weigh
in the minds of members, and T say with
all sincerity, that I am not going to deal
with that question in anything like a
pariy epirit. It is too big a question to
be a plaything of any party or any shade
of political opinion. If my friend seeks
to take credit in regard to it, then we
‘shall be justified in seeking to attach
discredit; but it is then, and then only,

that we should be justified in so treating -

it. I want members to approach this
no-confidence motion free and unfettered
by any consideration of the Midland
Railway. [Mg. Morax: Iiis very nice
for the Midland Railway, but not so good
for the country.] Iam merely expressing

my own view; and my argument is that -

we can discuss the Midland Railway

question on its merits when it comes

. Amendment moved. 43

before us, and we should not in my

of no-vonfidence.

Mgz. Coxxwor: It is the most important
question before the country to-day.

Mr. Moran: Absolutely the most
important.

Me. RASON: I admit the import-
ance. We are told farther that the
Conciliation and Arbitrasion Act requires
awmeudwment in the direction of empower-

. ing the Court to grant the same prefer-

ence to the workers as is extended to the
employers under the existing measure.
I interjected, when the mover of the
Address-in-Reply was speaking, that this
meant preference to uoionists, and he
told mme that it did. I recogmise his
authority in that respect; and therefore
we understand that it is preference to
unionists that is meant. T think it
would have been far better, if that is the
case, that it should be set out and ex-
pressed in the Speech of His Excellency
that that was the object of the proposed
atnendment of the Act, rather than, if it
he the object, it should be veiled under
the very vague wording of this paragraph
in the Speech. Then there is reference
to a railway between Port Hedland and
Nullagine; and we are told indeed that
estimates of cost have been prepared
and that a resolution will be proposed.
[Me. Moran: Suppose we drop that out
of the debate ?] The hon. member should
not rush his fences. We are told it is
proposed to invite offers for the construc-
tion and management of this under-
taking. We knew before, by the resolu-
tion of this House, that the Government
were authorised to invite offers; and the
very inclusion of that paragraph in the
the Speech does not make us one bit
forwarder. We koow that in respect of
the resolation passed in this House the
Government, is authorized to entertain
offers; but I take it that no offers have
hitherto been received, or that, so far, the
offers have not been encouraging. In
regard also to the Pilbarra railway, I say
if the Government have offers which they
are prepared to submif, this House will
be able, and I am sure will be willing, to
deal with any such proposal on its merits
apart from this question of confidence
or no confidence. [Mr. Cowwor: You
might take the credit for having
authorised the survey.] There is so
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much credit for members sitting on
this gide of the House that I Jo not wish
to add to it. We are told also there is to
be an extension of the Narrogin and
Jandakot railways, and that proposals
are to be placed before us for the con-
struction of a railway from Coolgurdie
to Norseman. I understood that the
promise wade by the head of the Govern-
ment last session was that an independent
board should be uppointed to inquire into
all proposed railways; but no such board
has been appointed, and nothing seems

Novseman railway until very nearly the
time for the meeting of Parliament.
Then, three heads of departments whose
services had ull the time been available to
the Government, and who could have
been despatched at any time, were sent
to report on the merits of the Norseman
railway. I believe that inquiry took
these gentlemen something like seven
or ten days, including the time of travel-
ling. [MEk. Morax : They had the speech
of the member for Dundas.] It must
bave been a most exhaustive inguiry,
occupying all that time. But I say that
even this inquiry was submilting the
Norseman line to a procedure that has
not been adopted in regard to other
lines; and why should the propesal for
the Coolgardie-Norseman railway, in
regard to which I believe all possible
information has been placed before mem-
bers not once but often, and that there is
not ome argument in favour of the
Norseman railway we have not heard
within these walls not once but many
times—why should that proposal be
treated in a way different from other
railway proposale ¥ We have this extra-
ordinary procedure of officers being sent
to report. If that report is available,
and I take it that it is, then why
has it not beem made publie? I ask
the Premier to bring down that report,
and I would like also to know how
it is that the usual procedure has
not been adopted of making the nature
of the report knmown to the public
directly it was available to the Govern-
ment? The Norseman railway, 1 say
without hesitation, is alse too large a
matter to be made a plaything on a
no-confidence motion. [Mr. Moran:
Stick to the rabbit fence.] I will tell
the House before I sit down what I ask

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment moved.

members to stick to, and of course mem-
bers will Le able to take whutever course
appears to them the best; but there will
be no sitting on a rail about me, nor has
there evar been any sitting on a rail in
regard to anything I have had to say. I
shall say something before I finish which
will leave no doubt remaining in the
minds of members, if any doubt exists
already, as to what my belief is in regard
to several other watters, including the
Coolgardie-Norseman railway. 1 want

. to point out the difference between the
to have been done in regard to the .

procedure of this Government and of the
Government which preceded it. We
koow that when the previous Govern-
ment met the House last year it
was apparent to most observers that
there would be an effort made to-
either make them subordinate to a party
which would continue to keep them
in office, or they would be turned out.
The James Government resolved at all
events that they would not bold office on
sufferance. They therefore inserted—
[Interjection]—Ilet us try to be fair, I am
only quoting actual facts—in the Gover-
nor's Speech these words:—

The result of the elections has been the
return to the Legislative Assembly of three
groups of members, not one of which has &
majority of the House. Under such circum-
stances it is clear that the paramount duty of
Parliament is to ascertsin whether there
exists a majority of members prepared to
support any one of these parties, and thereby
secure that stability and firmness in adminis-
tration which is essential t» good government.
You will therefore be invited to give immediate
attention to this main question, and shounid the
result prove that my present Ministers enjoy
the confidence of the Legislative Assembly,
they will be prepared to carry out the policy
indicated. Believing that stable and settled
administration is the main desire of every
member, I express the earnest hope that, by
the exercire of that comwmon sense which has
always characterised representatives of the
Government in the British Dominions, you
will arrive at a decision which will insure to
the State that steady guidence which was
never more necessary than at present.

In order that there should be no doubt
about it, we put this remark in the
Address-in-Reply :—

And beg to assure your Excellency of our
continued confidence in your advisers.

In that was a direct invitation, a direct

. challenge—[TaE Premizr: To whom?]

i

—a direct proof, at all events, of the
sincerity of the Government that they
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would not and did vot desire to remain |

in office on sufferance; that they would
not be under the dictation of any party
that was not their party. We find a
very altered condition of affairs now.
There is no invitation in this Speech to
express counfidence in the Government.
It appears that the Government to-day

are quite satisfied to continue under the .
existing conditions if thev can. They do -

not want to have confidence expressed in
them. They are prepared to go on with
the support and the help of a party that
certainly is not their party.

Me. F. Coxvnor: Why pot ?

Mg. RASON: If my friesd from Kim-
berley is content to sign the pledge——

Me. Conwor: I @o not intend to
stand for Midland Junetion nezt time.

Mzr. RASON: My friend need not
worry at all.

Mg, Connor: Oh, no.

Mz. RASON: Neither do I; but if
my friend is content to be described as a
Labour member, I shall have no reason
to find fault with him; and if it causes
offence to the hon. member I shall put it
this way: with the support of a party
that appurently are not Labour mem-
bers, that apparently are not pledged to the
Tabour platform—[Mz. Moran: Are
you sure they are pledged to it them-
selves?] — but on the contrary, that
apparently are opposed to many planks
in that platform. Indeed, but for
the insertion of those words, that chal-
lenge or that invitation I have re-
ferred to, we were told by the Premier
himgetf that he would have heen quite
content for the previons (tovernment to
remain in power. He told us that it was
that expression of confidence that moved
him to take the action bhe did, and then
that in moving to strike out these words
his only motive really was neither to
express confidence nor want of confidence,
hut to leave matters as they stood before.
He expressed regret that the office had
been forced upon him. He regretted
very much tbat he should have had to
take the action be did. He was quite
content, but for that invitation. [Me.
A. J. Wruson: You question his sin-
cerity.] Undoubtedly ; I always have.
Apparently the Premier was quite con-
tent to allow the James (overnment to
remain in power. Now let us see how
the member for Hannans (Mr. Nelson)

Amendment moved. 45

regarded the position. Speaking of the
James Ministry, he said :—

I think it will be generally admitted that,
administratively and legislatively, the James
Government have heen undoubtedly an im-
provement on the Governments that have here
gone before them—[and I helieve it said a
great deal]—and I believe it may justly be
claimed that the James Government have
passed better laws, and have administered the
laws already in aperation with greater purity
and impartiality. . . . . The result of
the elections has been that we stand in this
Houge numbering twenty-two members, that

. the Government have & much smaller number.

Therefore, if the public verdict means any-
thing at all, it means a mandate to ns to take
upon ourselves the responsibility of carrying
those prineiples which we advocated on the
public platform into effect.

Mr. H. Brown: The nonalienation of
Crown lands, for instance.
Me. RASON: The member for Han-

nuus continued :—

So on the presert occasion we practically
vote a want of confidence in the James Gov-
ernment, not becanse we do not like them, not
because wo particularly hate them, but becanse
we believe now, as we believed all along, that
our primary duty is not to be bound to any
Government or any party, but to do our
utmost to carry into law the principles to
which we gre pledged.

. I am still quoting from the hon. member

for Haunans:—

Again it is said that when we come to the
caucus we violate liberty in some way. In
what way? I have said on the public plat-
form, and I repeat it here, that T am pledged
to absolutely neothing but the platform on
which I gecured my election. I represeant the
electors of Hannans on that platform, and
nothing else.

Mr. Netsorw (Hannaos): Hear, hear,

Me. RASON: We are told by the
member for Hannans, and T am quite
content to believe him, that he regards
as his primary duty, not his duty to any
Government or any party, but the sacred
carrying out of the pledges which he
made. Has there been any attempt to
carry out the pledges to which the hon.
member gave his word? [Mg. Nevson:
We are just going to start.] Is the start
made in this Speech which is now before
us, and which we are now considering ?
[Me. NeLson: Of course.] Do the Gov-
ernment, which the hon. gentleman has
allowed to remain in power because he is
determined above all things to carry out
those pledges. remain in power—1I ask the
hon. gentleman to put this question to
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himself and give au answer dictated by
his own conscience—or would they con-
tinue to receive the support they receive
to-day if they carried out those pledges?
I submit that the present Government
remain in office by the persistence of
some membere of this House, and by the
support of some members who would, I
feel sure—their duty to their constituents
would compel them to take this course
oppose the Government strongly if they
attempted te carry out some of the
pledges to which they stand committed.

Ture Mivisrer For Lavps (Hon. T. H.
Bath) : But there are some on the other
side of the House attached to them; so
we would be even on that.

Mgr. RASON: If that be so, then the
position surely is that the Government
can only remain in office, and are content
to remain iv office, just so long as they
do not carry out to the fullest possible
extent the pledges to which they stand
committed. Tt may be argued that it is
in the interests of the country that the
Government under these circumstances
should be kept in office. It may be
argued, I trust it will not; beeause it
seems to me an immoral argument to say
that it is better to keep them there in
order that they may be impotent, rather
than let them be in Opposition—[Mkr.
Mora¥: And be impertinent.]—and be
of some power. I submit an argument

of that kind will not bear analysia nor |

criticism. Manifestly the present con-
dition of affairs is one which ought not
to be allowed to exist. We have a
Government in a minority in this House,
kept in office, kept in power by the
support of members-—and I do not blame
them, for they are perfectly justified in
taling that course which seems to them
to be their proper duty ; but at all events
I can say this so as not to hurt anyone's
susceptibilities—whose constitvents did
not return them to support a Labour
Government.

Mgz. Bovrox: They take the lesser of
two evila.

Mr. Herrmann : They were between
the devil and the deep sea.

Mgr. RASON: They were returned as
Independent members, and if their power
is a power for good—

Mz. Moran: Which one of us four
was returned as an Independent ?

Mge. Harowics : You opposed Labour.

[ARREMBLY.’

Amendirent mored.

blr. RASON: If the hou. gentlewan
asks me——

Mg. Morax: I was elected as a direct
Oppositionist.

Me. RASON: I withdraw if the hon.
gentleman says be stood as a direct
Oppositionist.

Me. MORAN (in explanation): Once
and for all let me correct this. I was

; returned as an uncompromising opponent

of the Government to which the hon.
member belonged, and to take the logical
consequence of puiting them out, that is
putting ihe vext Government in.

Mr. RASON: That is so. I accept
the hon. member’s assurance. Butam I
not right in adding this? The question
was asked, * And after that, what ¥’ and
the hon. gentleman said, “ That remains
to be seen.” [Me. Morarn: So it
does.] Then that was the position.
Now the Government are kept in power
by the support of some members, and
how is that support regarded by the
members of the Government themselves ¥
What appreciation is given for the sap-
port which has been so freelv given to
them? I havein my mind’s eye what
has been said by the champion of the
Labour party, the champion of the
Labour Government at all events—I
refer to the wember for Hanuana (Mr.
Nelson). We know that he is the
champion of the Labour Government. We
can all of us remember the announce.
ment: * Can the Daglish Government be
defended : by Wallace Nelson ?"—and I
believe the Wallace Nelson there referred
to is identical with the member for Han-
nans; therefore he is the champion of the
Labour Government. Now he has
openly said, in referring to the Indepen-
dent party, that they do not influence
them any way at all ; that far from the
Independent party exercising any influ-
ence on the Labour party, nothing of the
gort existed, but they could not help the
Independent party giving them their
support, and they could not turn them
out of Parliament. [Tnterjection by Mr.
Covwvor.] Iamdealing with the remarks
of the member for Hannans. Referring
to the Independent party, the member for
Hannans said he could not help their
getting support from them, that he could
not turn them out of Parliament, that
they had to submit to that support. It
was greatly to their annovance, but they
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would subunit to it with as goud a grace as
they possibly could. Even quite recently
weo have had published in a paper with
which T believe the member for Hannans
is directly connected, in a column which
i8 headed “ Mostly Critical”—1I am now
quoting from the Democrat.
tion.] 1fit be dead, I should think of
the dead nothing but good. In this
colomn, which 18 headed * Mostly
Critical,” this appears:—

The Reconstruction.—The reconstruction of
the Labour Ministry has naturally exercised
great interest throughout the State, The
general opinion seems to be that Bath and
Lynch are stronger men than Taylor and
Holman. On the other hand it is serioualy
doubted whether the reconstruction may not
have results of a somewhat unexpected nature.
It isenid that the Independents aredissatisfied.
They know that the Government owes its
existence to their support, and they want to
know—[he is speaking of my friends on the
Opposition benches]—why in & scheme of
reconstruction they should be utterly ignored.
Up till the recomstruction they had some
. hope of getting some sort of recogmition.
Now they know definitely that they have not
even any sort of recogmition. Itis just pos-
gible, therefore, that they may reconaider
their position. In other words they may go
over to the Opposition and thus defeat the
Daglish Ministry. What then? The Democrat
is of opinion that that would not be an abso-
lutely unqualified evil.

These words, coming from the champion,
are indeed weighty words—
For, after all, the position of the present
Government is somewhat unsatisfactory. It
has no absgolute majority in the House. And
ita continued existence depends not on the
votes of its friends, but largely on the votes
of its enemiea.

Mer. Bovrron: He is referring to the
Opposition.

Government are kept in power by the
votes or support of the Opposition.

Mg. Borrow : They will be, though.

Mr. RASON : It has gone beyond the
stage of ceasing to recognise, gone beyond
not being friends and having no recog-
nition of any kind, for now they are
absolute enemies. 'The article con-
cludes : —

lack of power, a lack of independence, and
even a lack of courage. We have no hesita-
tion in saying that if Mr. Daglish had thirty
Labourists hehind him instead of twenty-two
he would pursue a much more vigorous and

[11 Jruy, 19057

Amendment moved. 47

‘ uncompromising Labour policy than he can

possibly do at present.

Now there is the opinion of the ¢champion
of the Labour Government as to the in-
fluence of the gentlemen who form the

. Tndependeut party, upon the action of the

[Interjec- .

(overnment, and the amount of con-
sideration that the members of the Inde-
pendent party get in return for it. T
submit that the power that the Inde-

. pendent party exercise, if it be a good

power, controlling power, if it prevents
the Labour Government from doing
wrong, can be exercised to just the same
extent in regard to any other Glovern-
ment, considering the state of numbers
of parties in this House; so that I con-
tend the power for good easily applicable
to any Government is being used now to
keep in power a Government representing
a party with which, after all, those
gentlemen sitting on the Independent
benches are, although in sympathy with,
certainly not allied to, I am sure.
It almost goes without saying that
members on that bench cannot and
would not wish to be described as
memhbers of the Labour party. 1Is
not, therefore, the present position an
outrage? There is no other word for it.
[MemBer: To you, I dare say.] The
honourable member is a sufficient, outrage
enough for anyone. It is an outrage to
all one’s ideas of responsible government.
Has responsible government comg down
to this, that we are to have a party kept
in office by the votes of an Independent
party, a party tbat has no responsibility
to any section of the House, who can
centrol the actions of the Government ?
Mg. Taoxas: How long were you

| - ix men ?
Mo, RASON: I do not think my | “bi .0 Power by six men:

friend can possibly argue that the present ' 43,00 and it is as true as it is old, that

Me. RASON: There ia a very old

two wrongs do not make one right. If
anything wrong has been dome in the
past, that would be no justification for
continuing in the future.

Me. Nerson: Would you oot be in
the same fix if the Independents went
over ?

M. H. Browx: He would not pander

' 1o them.
The inevitable result of such a position isa -

Tue Spearer : Order!

Me. RASON: I am not aware that
we have reached question-time. When
question-time does arrive, if my hon.

. friend will give notice of his question I
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will be prepared to answer him. What
must the people, not only of Western
Australis but also elsewhere, think of
a Pavliament, think of the members of a
Parliament, who will submit to a con-
tinuance of such a condition as exists
to-day ? Tt is, as I have said, an outrage
to one’s ideas of responsible government.
It is a farce. There is no such thing as
responsible government, as we know it,
existing in the Parliament of Western
Australia to-day. Surely everyone, I do
not care what shade of political opinion
he may hold, cannot deny that such a con-
dition of things needs altering. [M=.
Moean : Hear, hear.] It must be altered.
We should cease to have the respect,
if we have it now, of people outside the
people of Western Australia, if such a
state of affairs were allowed to continue.
Surely it is possible for a remedy to be
found. T sobmnit that my friend opposite
has no right to make the Labour party
and the pledges of the Labour party a
gtumbling-block really in the way of
reform, If there is a stumbling-block in
the way of those who are wishing to
bring about a better political state of
affairs on that side of the House, it ought
to be removed. And I say without
hesitation that if my presence here is a
stumbling-block on this side of the
Hoeuse, consider the country first and do
not, consider me. But as I understand
the pesition, there are many members on
the other side of the i{ouse who have said
not once but repeatedly, that they them-
selves have no confidence in the present
Government. Is not that a fuct? Can
the Premier say, with any satisfaction
to his own conscience, that he is entitled
to have a vote of confidence passed in
him, when there are many members of
his own party who bave said that they
have abselutely no confidence in him ?

Mz. Herrmany: He has taken the
advice of the opposite side of the House.

Me. Gorpon : Caucus.

Me. Herrmann: We shall see when
the vote is taken.

Me. RASON : Tt has frequently been
gaid by many members opposite, sitting
opposite now, that they have no con-
tidence in their present leader. That is
a regrettable state of affairs, and it is
more and more regrettable to my mind
that we should have a Government in
power whose leader is content with that

[ASSEMBLY.

Amendment moved,

condition, who is content to still remain
the leader of a party, many members of
which have said that they have no con-
fidence in him. [Memser: They have
less in you,] That is a matter of perfect
indifference to me. We are led to believe
that the Tabour party has met in caucus,
and that the majority—I am dealing now
only with published accounts—of that
cauncus decided that the present head
of the Glovernment was to be allowed
to rematn for a little time longer
on sufferance, and subject to good
behaviour or something of that Innd.
{Mg. Nersow interjected.] I should
advise the hon. member not to rush in,
and not to volunteer too much informa-
tion. I =say, in no offensive spirit, let us
if we can pictore to ourselves whom that
cancus consisted of, and what its real
effect ought to have been. We believe
that the Labour party is bound by the
decision of a majority in caucus,

Mz, Trov: Yon are no authority.

M=. RASON: Tf I am wrong, you will
contradict me. .

Me. Moran: Yon can attack the
political sitvation; but for heaven’s sake
do not touch caucus, or you will havea
hornet’s nest around your ears.

Mz. RASON: Never mind. Let the
hornets come. Evidently my ecriticism
does not suit some peopte. The Labour
party, I think, consists of 22 members.
1f we include an honorary Minister, there
are seven Ministers. Now a majority of 22
would be 12; eleven would give a iie;
and I suppose the Chairman is generally
a Minister. At all evenis, 12 are all
that are necessary at any time to secure
a majority in caucns; and to begin
with, 7 of the 12 are Ministers. [M=.
Borron: How do you get 77] 1 know
the figures 7 and 12 are altogether too
large for the hon. memnber to grasp.
I thought I had made it clear that,
counting an honorary Minister, there
wounld be seven Ministers.

Mr. Borrox: There would not. That
is absolutely incorrect.

Me. Moxrax : There is always one man
outside the fence.

Mr. RASON : 1 submit that unless
there exists a condition of affairs of which
I am not supposed to know anything,
7 of a party of 22 members attending
cauvcus must be Ministers. Now surely
it would bLe strange if avy Government
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could not manage to find five or six other
members to support them. Securing a
mejority of caucus means, when boiled
down and analysed, securing the support
of six, and the support of six once
secured, the majority of caucus decides
-—what ?

Me. Trox¥: That they will not have

you.

Mze. RASBON: They have never been
asked. The majority of cancus decides
the life or the death of a Ministry.

Lasour MEMBEER:
Independents ?

Me. RASON : Government supporters
gay that the Independeuts have mo in-
fluence on them at all. It appears to me
tbat when I refer to the transactions of
caucus I am touching something sacred.

Mg. Tro¥: Hear, hear. You are off
the track. You are touching nothing.

Me. RASON : I have yet to learn that
the Parliament of Western Australia
should be ruled by the decisions of a
caucus of any party. I say that, once
within these walls we ought to use our
own intelligence; we ought to exercise
that intelligence, if we have any, and
vote unfettered by any other considera-
tion than our duty to our country and to
our consciences. And I put this position.
Certain hon. members opposite have said
publicly to their constituents, to the people
of Western Australia, that theyhave abso-
lutely no confidence in the head of the
present Government. If caucus says
those. members must do a certain thing—
if it has said so—can they, because of
that cauncus, vote that they have con-
fidence in the man in whom they them-
selves outside of caucus have said they
have absolutely no confidence at all? If
that is the condition of affairs, I say it is
a condition disgraceful to Western Aus-
tralia. If sach a condition of affairs
exists, I say it is a disgrace to politics,
and I say, without hesitation, that if
there is a man who =o votes he is a dis-
grace to the political world. He has
absolutely no right to sit within these
walls as a legislator, and he is absolutely
false to the oath of allegiance which he
took to the King. The oath that he
takes is to do his dutyv, to bear faithful
and true allegiance. What does that
mean but that when he enters this Bouse
he is to legislate for the benefit of the
country, and to follow the dictates of his

[11 Friy, 1805.]
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conscience ; not to be bound down by any
party muchine which endeavours, if it
does endeavour, to compel him to vote in
direct cuntravention not only of his own
ibclination but of his own convictions?
It is fo my mind a pity that such
a state of affairs, if it does exist,
should exist; and, as I have said, I
hope it will not be allowed to continue.
We have had in this Speech no reference
to a matter that I understood was near
and dear to the heart of the leader of the
Independent party (Mr. Moran), that is
the subject of agricultura! immigration.
The vote has been absolutely exhausted.
No reference has been made in the Speech
to the subject. I am not aware whether
the Government have consulted the hon.
member in regard to the matier. If they
have, well and good; if they have nof,
I am much surprised. He above all
men in this House showed to my mind
the greatest interest in and the most
efficient grasp of the subject. I under-
stood that the promotion of such immi-
gration was part of the terms on which
he agreed to lend the Government his
support. Now the proposal appears to
have heen dropped. It is true that
according to the estimate some £10,000
has been expended. What good has
cowe of that expenditure ¥ Has the hon.
member been consulted as to the manner
of the expenditure? Has he agreed to
1t ? If he was not consulted, I repeat
that he cught to have been. If he was
not, there was a breach of that under-
standing which, I believe, was arrived at.
The hon. gentleman bimself was very
deterinined on the point, and spoke on
the subject at conmmiderable length and
with great sincerity. He was determined
that there should Le a bold and pro-
gressive policy for the promotion of
agricultural immigration. Has there
been ? What has been done in the
matter ?

Me. Moraw: We have yet to hear
that. The silence is very mysterious,
and very unworthy, I think.

Mr. RASON: I take it, if one may
judge from appearances, the matter has
been dropped.

Mz. MogaN : Ithink it wastheGovern-
ment policy also. I expect to hear of it
from them.

M=z RASON: Undoubtedly. And so
it appears to me many other matters bave
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been dropped which were under considera-
tion when the subject of a temporary
working agreement between the Independ.
ent members and the Government was
considered. There was to be a state of
affairs different from that which existed
under the mark-time policy. I venture
to say that the Independent members
never anticipated that there would be
this vush. There is a very great differ-
ence between marking time and the reck-
less gallop which the Premier has fore.
ghadowed in his recent utterances and in
his policy speech. But if 1 mayv say so,
the head of the Government seems to
have lost all touch with the financial
position, both present and future.

has gove away into the country to make
a few speeches in guarters where there
seemed to be some necessity for his
presence; and he has therc said thal it
would be to agreat extent easy for the Gov-
ernment to undertake not only the works

already provided for, but many other works .
which obviously cannot be undertaken |

with the limited means at our disposal.
We have, it seems to me, in the head of
the Government a lack of that sincerity
which is absolutely necessary, and a lack
of that grasp of the situation which
i3 absolutely necessary for the head
of the Government to have. We do
not find the Premier and Treasurer
saying: “We propose to'do a certain
work ; this is how we propose to provide
for it; and having done that muech, it
will be manifest that we cannot do any
more for the time being.” Inatead:of
that, which would be the honest position
for a man to take up, we bave placed be-
fore the people wild and delusive schemes
and hopes ; hopes mised that must mani-
festly beshattered. We haveto-day people
who, I believe, bave to some extent given
credence to these wild projected schemes,
Those people, I regret to say, must of
necessity very soon discover they have
made a very great mistake; and if the
Premier ever did intend to carry out
these works it would be utterly impossible
for him to do so for the reason that it
would be impossible for any Treasurer to
do so. How can we, in the existing

{ASSEMBLY.]

He .
has failed utterly to grasp the situation !
when he has endeavoured to tackle it. |
He has become reckless, dissatisfied, and

\
|
|
|
1‘

condition of affairs, undertake half of the °
various works the Premier has referred

Amendment moved.

to? Let me point out this, dealing with
our revenue. We bave a revenue which
is pradually decreasing year by year
This is apparent, it must be appatent to
everyong who has studied the position,
that we have a revenue that must un-
fortunately very soon disappear in u
greater proportion and far more rapidly
than it has done in the past. Bear in
mind, we may have a vigorous protective
policy introduced by the Commonwealth,
and what will happen? Let us ask our-
gelves as thinking men what is likely to
happen shoold that arise, which in all
probability will? We shall find that
the manufuactures, the industries of the
other States, may bevefit, but the revenue
of Western Australia must inevitably
suffer. We shall have, not imports from
abroad, but imports from the other
States. It will necessarilv fullow, as
night follows duy, that we shall have
very probably our revenue decreasing in
the future at a still more rapid rate than
it has decreased in the past. My friend
must realise that himself. He tells us it
is absolutely necessary there should be
rigid economy and perfect adiministration,
‘Where is any illustration of an attempt
at economy? On the contrary what do
we find ¥ New departments have been
created in all directions; and anyone
who has had Ministerial nxperience knows
that directly you create a new department
you create a staff; you start with one
man and he builds a staff around him
directly. As sure as you have a fresh
department you have fresh officers to
provide for.

Tae Minisrer rorR MiNEs aNp Rair-
ways (Hon. W. D. Johnson}: No ane
knows that better than yourself,

Mg. RASON: My friend knows it
too. No sooner is a department made
than we find a large staff growing around
that department. Is it not apparent
that new departments have been created
in all directions ? They may have been
necessary, but it does not appear they
were. But the creation of these depart-
ments is to my mind a satisfactory proof
that there has not been that vigorous
attempt at economy that there ought to
have been, and which the Premier's word
bas assured us is necessary. Has there
been good administration? I have
already given credit where credit is due ;
but unfortunately one swallow does not
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meke & summer, and ove good Minister
does not make a good Ministry, T ask
members to put this question fairly to
themselves: Taking the Government as
a whole, has there been geod administra-
tion? Can any member of this House,
on any side of the House, speaking in
reply to his own conscience, answer that
question in the affirmative ?

Tae MinisTER Fur MINES AND Rark-
ways: It is for you to show the defects.

Me. RABON: I have shown a good
many. I bave dealt with the adminis.
tration of the T'reagury, which appears to
me to be very far frem good. Ag my
friend 18 very anxzious for another illus.
tration—although I am, unfortunately,
labouring under the disadvantage that
we have not the uctual figures before us,
the Treasury returns have noti yet been
published, although it is usual io publish
them directly the financial year is closed
down, and I presume that procedure
should bhave been followed as in the past
—I will venture on this, that even in
connection with that very department the
administration of which I cheerfully
admit has been the best out of the whole,
I will be very much surprised indeed if
we do not find that the cost of the
administration of that department, as
compared with the work done by that
department and with the value of the
work done, will be greater this year than
it has been for many years past. T shall
be much surprised indeed if we do not
find that to be the case.

TeEE MIvisTER For MInNes anp RaiL-
ways: You ought to crificise the depart-
ment, and not come to conclusiona.

Mr. RASON: I have not the actual
figures before me, therefore I cannot put
it in any other way; but if my friend
can prove the contrury is the case, T shall
rejoice. I do not want, for the gratifica-
tion of myself, to prove that my idea is
right. T do not want the Public Works
Department to suffer;. but if the hon.
member can prove the cost of administer-
ing the Public Works Department this
{ea.r, in eomparison with the work done, is
ess than in any previous year, I will rejoice
and the House will have occasion to re-
joice. But it is utterly impossible, to
my mind, that such can be the case. We
have to look at what has been the expen-
diture, and we look around us and see

[11 Jery, 1905.]
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there cannot be a very great reduction in
the administration cost; therefore it goes
alinost without saying that the cost of
administration must bave been a great
deal more. Let me, in that connection,
remind the lale Minister for Works that,
when introdueing his Works Eatimates—
and indeed the Treasurer confirmed him
—hbe was drawing comparisons between
the actual expenditure of the Works De-
partwent the last year and what it was
intended should be spent this year—he
asgured us it was the intention of the
Government, unlike the previous Govern-
ment, to spend every peany of the
amount provided for expenditure in the
Public Works Department. My friend
knows very well that that promise has
not been kept: on the contrary, it has
not been approached. There has mot
been an effori, as we were assured there
would be a determined effort, to do the
work for which provision was made; but
there has been a determined effort to cut
down the expenditure, tc keep from
spending the money provided by Par-
liament to carry out public works. We
had the assurance that it was the deter-
mination of the Government to spend
every penny, and no attempt would be
made, as in previous years, to leave any
considerable sum of money unspent. My
friend took the view that the money
provided by Parliament on the Estimates
was to be spent in a given period, and
should be spent within that period, and
he was going to spend it. He has not
carried out that promise. There are
many works provided on the Estimates
that have not been carried out. It is
true, in that respect, that my friend has
done nothing more than other Govern-
wents have done. Every Government
has not carried out to the full letter the.
programme of public works; but unlike
other Governments, iy friend said that
the present Government were not going
to allow that state of affairs to continue
—it was bad. The result of his adminis-
tration was to be that every peuny pro-
vided would be spent, and every work
provided would be carried out; but that
has not been so. In regard to another
matter, the metropolitan water supply
and sewerage, we were asaured by the
Minister last session that before the
House met again that work would have
reached its final stage.
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Mz. H. Beown: Would be commenced -

in February last.

Me. RASON: The preparation for the
work would have reached its final stage.
Hes it? My friend leads me to uoder-
stand that it has,

Tae Minisrer For MINES AND RarL-
wavs: I have not said a word yet.

Me. RASON: The hon. gentleman
nodded his head.

TrE Mimvister For MiNes AND Rarc-
wavs: I was nodding because you were
quoting correctly.

Mr. RASON: I shall be glad when
the hon. member speaks, if he does, if he
will say that the preparation for that
work has reached its final stage.

THE MivmsTeER FOR MINES AND RalL-
ways: I have givan that information a
month or so ago.

Mz, RASON: I would like the hon.
member to giveit here. I cannot compel
him, but if he has no objection I should
like to hear in this Honse if the work has
reached its final stage, that is the prepara-
tion for the work. There is mothing
approaching finality until you have made

our financial arrangements, and I would
ike the hon. member to have an oppor-
tunity fo point out what financial
arrangements, if any, he has been able

to make in regard to that great and .

necessary work. So far as I have been
able to gather, the progress that has
been made ie that the plans that were
being prepared have been completed,
the surveys which were in hand are com-
pleted. But us to anything approaching
finality, I am sure there has been nothing
that we can regard as being anything
like final.

At 6.30, the SpEaxER left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Me. RASON (continuing): There is
just one matter I should like to refer to
in the financial operations of the Premier,
and T will refer to it as briefly as pos-
sible. The hon. gentleman seems to have
adopted the attitude that whereas in the
past the policy of the Labour Govern-
ment was to be to avoid borrowing, and
he congratulated the country and bhim-
self on that policy, it now seems that he
is congratulating himself and the country
on the ease with which he can borrow
money. He has drawn comparisons be-

[ASSKEMBLY.]

A nendment wmoved.

tween the raising of money by previous
Governments and the raising of money
by bis Government. He has said it was
argued that the Labour Governwent

~ would find some difficulty in raising loan

money, but that on the coutrary he has
not experienced that difficulty. That was
a rather hold comparison to invite. I
accept the invitation, and I dispose of
the comparison in this manner. When

_ the previous Government went to the

London loan market, they raised a 3%

" per cent. loan, for which they received

£102 10s. per £100. This Government
went to the loan market with a 34 per
loan, and had it underwritten at £96
10s.; and 75 per cent. of that loan is, we
learn, left in the hands of the under-
writers, and I venture to say the net
rosult of that loan to Western Anstralia
will be very little above £93.

Tae Premier: You might make a
comparison of the state of the loan market
at the two dates.

Me. RASON: I intend to do so. I
assert that the financial eonditions in
London were better, that the amount of
monev available in London for invest-
ment was greater, at the time this latest
loan was foated than at the time of flota-
tion of the previous loan to which I have
referred.

Tue Peemier: That is absurd.

M=. RASON: I submit that there is
no absurdity about it. If the Premier
had had better information, or had gone
more closely into the matter

Tre Premies: The price of the stocks
is an indication that your statement is
absurd,

‘Mr. RASON: If the Premier had gone
more closely into the question than he
appears to have gone, he would have

. found that for amother propesition put
. upon the market just about that time,

though only a few millions were required,
something like £60,000,000 was sub-
seribed,

Tue PrEmizr: That was a business
proposition by a private concern.

Me. RASON: I say unhesitatingly

* that if there had been that confidence in

Western Australia and in its GQovern-
ment which the state of tha country
justifies, there should have been and
there would have been no difficulty in
obtaining as much money as was re-
quired, and in obtaining it on better
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terms. But the mere fact that 75 per
cent. of that loan is left in the hands of
the underwriters demonstrates, if any
demonstration be necessary, that the
Premier was absolutely correct when he
said that for a considerable length of
time it would be impossible for Western
Australia to go again to the loan market.
There is another financial operation to
which T wish to draw attention. The
Premier has told us that in connection
with the London and Westminster Bank
and the overdraft, he issued Treasury
bills for half-z-million. These Treasury
bills, I believe—in fact the Premier said
so—have a four-years currency, and
carty interest at 4 per cent.; and West.-
ern Australia receives £97 7s. 6d. for
each £100. Now my honest opinion of
that transaction as a piece of financing
is that it was remarkably bad. It would
surely have been far better to carry oo
with the overdraft; because the overdraft
was at bank rate, with a mininum of 34
per cent. Thus we should have been
paying only 3} per cent., and with this
difference, we should have paid on £100
and received £100, and we should have
paid interest on the amount of our over-
draft only. But instead of that, by a
great stroke of genius we got rid of the
overdraft, and gave in return Treasury
bills, with four-years currency, bearing
4 per cent. interest, for which bills we
got only £97 7s. 6d. I understood omne
of the occupants of the Treasury bench
to say it was my duty to prove that there
had been bad admimstration. My answer
is that in the Speech of His Excellency
the (overnor new taxation is fore-
ghadowed, and the Treasurer himself bas
said that there was absolutely no justifi-
cation for introducing new taxation until
it had been demonstrated that there had
been the best possible administration and
the greatest possible economy. Now
there are proposals for new taxation, and
there is a deficit. The Treasurer said the
deficit could be avoided with good ad-
ministration. Of that he was convinced.
He was equally confident that it would
bave to be demonstrated that in spite of
good administration it was impossible to
make both ends meet ; else there was mno
justification for new taxation. That being
8o, it is for tke hon. gentleman to demon.
strate to the pecple of this country, and
to this House, that there has been good
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administration. It is his duty to prove,
if he can, that every possible economy
has been effected. That is his only
justification for the facts being as
they are; for the existence of a deficit
and a nDecessity for new tazation.
The amendment I intend to move is
framed in wide terms. Surely every
member of this House who has paid
attention to politics at all must realise
that if the desire of members upon this
side of this House had been to obtain a
catch vote of no-confidence, it would have
been very easily possible for myself or
for any other member on this side of the
House to frame such an amendment as
would perhaps have made it compulsory
for & good many members sitting on that
side of the House, if they reinained frue
to their pledges, to support it. That is
manifest; it must be apparent to every
one; but we on this side of the House do
not wish this question decided on uny
side issue. It is a qQuestion of whether a
majority of this House has or has not
confidence in the present Government. I
bave pointed out already that many
members sitting on that side of the
House have already said that they huve
none.

Tee PremiEr: The statement is in.
correct, but it will pass.

Me. RASON: If the bou. member
contradicts me, I shall be able to quote
chapter and verse. I think we are
splitting straws to say it is not so.
Many members ——

Tue Premier: What is “ many " ¢

Me. RASON: Well, members sitting
on that side of the House have eaid they
have oo confidence in the Labour Govern-
ment. Now T want to point out
this position. It appears to me that
anyone who is prepared to vote that he
has confidence in the present Govern-
ment has also to say that he approves of
the policy contained in this Speech. It
appears to me that it would be an extra-
ordinary position for a man to take up
who said I will vote for you, and T have
every confidence in you until you begin
to do something, and whep you doit I
will vote against you.” The honest posi-
tion really, I submit, is this. A member
of this House who votes that he has
confidence in the present Government,
and gives them his support on this
division, in my opinion is in honour
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bound to give them his supportalso when |

these measures that are foreshadowed
here are brought down to this House.
want also the Premier when he replies,
if he will be good enough to do so, to say
whether ke ia sincere in regard to these
measures. Is he going to put forward
these measures that carry out the planks
of the Labour platform ?
support the measures that are carrying

I.

If he does '

out the platform of the Labour party, will -

he stand or fall Ly these meagures ¥ Will
he make these measures which are sup-
posed to be vital to his existence, vital to
his existence in this House? Is the
primary object of the Governwent to be

the fulfilment of these pledges, or is it -

not ? ¥ ask members to deal with this
question from one standpeint and one
only, thatis : What is their duty to them-

selves and tothe country? Ttis admitted,

it goes without argument—in fact, argu-

ment is out of the question—that the

present condition of affairs is intolerable.
It is, as I previously said, an outrage on
our ideas of responsible government. It
is not reaponsible governmens ; it is not
even a form of responsible government ;

and it is a disgrace, nothing short of a :

disgrace to the Parliament of Western
Australia., I ask members to approach
this question, not bearing in their minds
either likes or dislikes of any party or
individual, but to place parties and indi-
viduals wholly on one side, and to
approach this question with one desire,
and one only—to do their duty to Wes.
tern Australia. (General applause.)

Mr. GORDON: I second the amend-
ment.

On motion by the PrEmier, debate

adjourned.

ADJOUBNMENT—DIVISION.

Ter PREMIER (Hon. H. Daglish):
I move, That the House at its rising do
adjourn until Thursday next.

Me. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) :
I intend to vote against this rather de-

batable question of adjourning the House :

beyond the ordinary sitting. I do mot
see any reason why the Premier canunot

come forward to-morrow and meet the

indiciment wade by the leader of the
Opposition-~the alleged indictment, as [
am reminded by the member for Forrest.
I do not see that there is any necessity |

Division.

to prolong this debate. Speaking
for wmyself, I have been kept about
Perth through dillydallying on the part
of the Government, through caucus meet-
ings and one thing and another; and [
have not bad an opportunity of going to
my electors. Itis my desire to see my
electors, and I thought that T should have
an opportunity, by remaining here, of
making a speech in this House; but
should this motion to adjourn this debate
until Thursday be carried, or if the debate
is not entered into again until Thursday,
perhaps farther adjournments may be
necessary. Perhups the Minister for
Mines may want some facts and figures.
T am going to oppose the adjournment
on these grounds. I think it is about
time we got down to solid business, to sce
if we cannot do something in the interests
of the country, better perhaps than
debating a question of this description.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes
Noes

Majority for ...
ArEes, ’
My, Angwin
. Bath
Mr, Bolton )
. Brown
. Butcher { Mr. Holman
. Connor  Mr, 8. F, Moore
. Laglish Mr. Toylor
. Dianmond Mr_ 4.3, Wilson
. Ellis Mr. Gordon (Teller).

Mr, Frank Wilson
Mr, Gill (Tetier).

Question thus passed.

The House adjouroed at two minates
to B o'clock, until the next Thursday.



